[Surgical ligation of patent ductus arteriosus in the very-low-birth-weight premature infant].
Three recent cases of surgical closure of ductus arteriosus in very low birth weight infants (less than 1 000 g) are reported. The indications of both surgical and pharmacological closure in very low birth weight premature infants are discussed. The necessity of an early closure of a patent ductus arteriosus is now admitted in the very premature infant, but the use of indomethacin in the first days of life is often impossible because of its side-effects. The use of adapted non-invasive monitoring devices during surgery allows a better control of anaesthesia.